Monday, 27 October 2025

14:30-15:45

14:30-14:45 Opening Remarks by Gerhard Wolf (Kunsthistorisches Institut in
Florenz), Aila Santi (Leiden University) and Sinem Casale (Kunsthistorisches Institut
in Florenz)

Panel 1 — The Materiality of Ziyara in the Shi't World
Chair: Edmund Hayes (Leiden University)

14:45-15:15 Zahra M. Jiwan (Columbia University) The Early Ziyara of Twelfth
Imam’s Envoys in Baghdad: A Ritual-Architectural Process of Canonizing Authority

15:15-15:45 Reza Daftarian (Courtauld Institute of Art — University of London)
The Radiance of Resilience: Ziyarat and the Shrine of Imam Reza in
Mongol-Ilkhanid Iran

16:30-18:30 Visit to Bargello Museum with Giovanni Curatola (for speakers only)

19:00 Reception (for speakers only)

Tuesday 28 October 2025
10:30-16:00

Panel 2 — Building Remembrance (I): Concepts, Forms, and
Materiality in Islamic Commemorative and Funerary Practice

Chair: Sinem Casale (Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz)

10:30-11:00 Amelia Blundo (Sapienza University of Rome) Rules and Models of
Commemorative Buildings in the Dar al-Islam in the Early Centuries: A Reflection
from the Case Study of the Aswan Necropolis

11:00-11:30 Simon O’Meara (SOAS University of London) The Prophet’s Grave and
the Question of Sub-floor Domestic Burial in Early Islam

11:00-11:30 Jahfar Shareef Pokkanali (University of Bonn) Early Islamic Funerary
Sites Along the Southern Indian Littorals: Materialities, Forms, and Ornaments

11:30 Coffee Break



Panel 3 — Building Remembrance (II): Epigraphy, Ornaments, and
Visuality in Islamic Commemorative an unerary Practice

Chair: May Shaddel (Leiden University)

12:00-12:30 Teresa Bernheimer (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitit, Munich)
Building Blocks of Memory: Early Islamic Tombstones and the Material Practice of
Ziyara

12:30-13:00 Alka Patel (The University of California & Aix-Marseille
Université/La3M) Carving Monuments: Funerary Innovations in the Eastern
Persianate Worlds, XI-XI1I Centuries

13:00 Break

Panel 4 — The Materiality of Death and Commemoration in Islamic
Archaeology: Reinterpreted Evidence and New Finds

Chair: Aila Santi (Leiden University)

14:30-15:00 Thomas Leisten (Strata Heritage Consulting) Oz the Road of Pain and
Sorrow: Excavating the Mashhad al-Tirb in Balis, Syria

15:00-15:30 Andrea L. Corsi (Orient Abteilung, DAI Berlin) & Richard P. McClary
(University of York) Approaches to Early Islamic Funerary Practices: the Sivaf
Necropolis and Beyond

15:30-16:00 Amanda Antonelli (Independent) Rediscovering Rasulid Funerary
Culture: the Study of the Cemetery of al-Ribat (Dhofar, Sultanate of Oman)

20:00 Dinner (for speakers only)

Wednesday 29 October 2025
10:30-17:00

Panel 5 — Landscapes of Memory (I): Inherited Sacred Geographies
and the Emergence of Islamic Ziyara

Chair: Leone Pecorini (Leiden University)

10:00-10:30 Kyle Longworth (Leiden University) Caliphs ad Sanctos?: Pre-Islamic
Christian Saints and the Gravesites of the Umayyad Caliphs ‘Umar 11 (d. 101/720)
and Hisham (d. 125/743)

10:30-11:00 Simon Pierre (Ifpo Beirut and Orient et Méditerranée, Paris) Before
Muslim Saints. Arab Visitation and Almsgiving to Christian Holy Shrines (1st-2nd
Century AH)

11:00 Coffee Break



Panel 6 — Landscapes of Memor §II): Spiritual Topography, Place
Making and Death in the Early Islamic world

Chair: Adam Ramadhan (Leiden University)

11:30-12:00 Finn Lindo-Dunn (Leiden University) Entombing Identity: Landscape,
Memory, and the Tomb of ‘Ugba ibn Nafi in Medieval North Africa

12:00-12:30 Adam Bursi (Cornell University) “Do Not Skip Going to the Tombs of
the Martyrs”: Early Pilgrimage to Ubud and Its Discontents

12:30-13:00 Petra Sijpesteijn (Leiden University) Landmarks of Change: Tombs and
Ritual in Early Islamic Egyptian Papyri

13:00 Break

Panel 7 — Landscapes of Memory (III): Politics of Burial in the
Medieval Islamic West

Chair: Zahra Azhar (Leiden University)

14:30-15:00 Bilal Sarr (University of Granada) Sanctity and Rawdas in Southeastern
al-Andalus: Rituals, Visits, and Materiality

15:00-15:30 Peter Tamas Nagy (Qatar Museums Authority) Dynastic Forefathers in
Medieval Morocco: Establishing Tombs, Commemoration, and Ziyara

15:30 Coffee Break

16:00-17:00 Closing remarks by Avinoam Shalem (Columbia University) and Hugh
Kennedy (SOAS University of London) and Round Table Discussion

Chair: Aila Santi (Leiden University)

Contacts: Aila Santi Sinem Casale
a.santi@hum.leidenuniv.nl sinem.casale@khi.fi.it

Please scan the QR code to register and attend the event online via Zoom



